Related literature
For the application of benzotriazole compounds in industry, see: Pillard et al. (2001) ; Kopanska et al. (2004) ; Gruden et al. (2001) . For the structure of a related compound, see: Selvanayagam et al. (2002) .
Experimental
Crystal data C 14 H 10 N 4 M r = 234.26 Monoclinic, P2 1 =n a = 8.1912 (13) Å b = 19.0520 (9) Å c = 8.6610 (6) Å = 118.0390 (10) V = 1193.0 (2) Å 3 Z = 4 Mo K radiation = 0.08 mm À1 T = 293 (2) 
Comment
Benzotriazole and its derivatives comprise an important class of corrosion inhibitors, typically used as trace additives in industrial chemical mixtures, such as coolants, cutting fluids and hydraulic fluid (Pillard et al., 2001) . These derivatives are also used as inhibitors of Acanthamoeba castellanii (Kopanska et al., 2004) and are responsible for toxicity to bacteria (Gruden et al., 2001) . In this paper the crystal structure of the title compound is reported.
In the title compound, bond lengths and angles observed in the benzotriazole ring system are comparable with those reported in other benzotriazole compounds (Selvanayagam et al., 2002) . The dihedral angle between benzotriazole and benzene rings is 69.03 (6)°. The crystal structure is stabilized only by van der Waals contacts.
Experimental
A mixture of benzotriazole (0.01 mol) and KOH (0.56 g) in methanol (20 ml) was stirred for 10 min. 4-(Bromomethyl)benzonitrile (0.01 mol) was then added and the solution refluxed for 24 h. After completion of the reaction, the reaction mixture was evaporated under vacuum. Yellow crystals of the title compound suitable for X-ray diffraction were obtained by slow evaporation of an ethanol solution after 3 days.
Refinement
All H atoms were calculated geometrically and were refined using the riding-model approximation, with C-H =0.93-0.87 Å and with U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (C). Fig. 1 . The molecular structure of the title compound with the atom-numbering scheme. Displacement ellipsoids were drawn at the 30% probability level. 
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